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Window of Proximity

A window to approach a different world

The art world is a world of diversity. One might find himself or
herself at a complete loss when confronting a vast number of artworks
and the long history of art. On the other hand, such diversity allows one
to start from any point. The person doesn’t have to start from a particular
shore to explore the vast expanse of sea. Starting from any shore, one
would be led into the same sea; he or she would drift across myriad
shades of blue, and eventually reach the opposite shore. Although the
history of art is much shorter than that of sea, art and sea have a common
characteristic: they both are the mother of diversity. Art provides flows or
paths bringing one to different periods or places, regardless of what period
or place it originates in. Such flow or path probably exists in any artwork,
creating invisible networks. In this sense, the art world itself may be seen as
akind of artwork—a never-ending work in progress.

A rose window in a Gothic cathedral comprises an assemblage of
smaller windows. Without binoculars, it is therefore difficult to study the
details of large-sized rose windows, such as the famous rose windows at
Chartres Cathedral. Still, if you closely observe the adjoining windows
one by one, you can recognize various stories embedded in the intricate
geometric patterns. The art world may be imagined as a three-dimensional
agglomerate of numerous rose windows. Each window has a unique
set of vestiges of the particular era and culture, while adjoining other
windows at some points. Let us imagine rose windows expanded three-
dimensionally into spheres. You can start from any sphere-shaped window,
pass through adjoining windows and reach another window. The art world
imagined as rose windows presumably comprises multiple and irregular
nest structures composed of numerous spheres. There is probably not just
one but multiple ways to go from one window to another, and one may
unexpectedly find hidden and unexplored paths along the way.

If you increase magnification of the imaginary binocular, you begin
to recognize people working inside those numerous windows. People

in each of the windows have different appearances according to the era
and culture, but they all look earnest. People in various professions,
including suppliers and carriers of materials and draftsmen, appear in
those windows; and factory masters and artists join some of the windows
describing particular periods or regions. Chartres Blue, the renowned
blue color derived from the stained glass of Chartres Cathedral, was most
likely created through group efforts of such people and not an invention
by a single person. Materials and techniques are sometimes transmitted to
remote windows that are not physically connected. The Modern period
is a time when various materials stimulated people’s imaginations and
consequently instigated similar innovations in different parts of the world.
One of such examples is that Katsushika Hokusai used the color called
bero-ai, a Japanese name for Prussian blue, to express the clear blue of
water and sky in his paintings during the Edo period. Although the fact
was discovered only recently, we can imagine that an “unexplored path”
was embedded even in the artwork from the Edo period. Based on this
observation that production and research are continuously conducted in
all windows of the art world, it can be said that it is a world where design
and construction constantly take place.

An art festival brings part of such world to a specific place. Although
it represents only a small portion of the entire art world, an art festival is
an important format of art, because it introduces the world of diversity
and conveys the lively feeling of the continuous repetition of design and
construction. Fundamentally, no two art festivals can be the same, because
many people get involved in implementing them while simultaneously
producing the actual contents representing the world of diversity.
Although there may be some similarities, experiences provided there are
different. Even if the same artists participate in different art festivals, the
results would differ greatly according to various conditions such as people,
budget, location and time.

An art festival itself becomes a “window” influencing other art
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festivals. For example, Venice Biennale can be regarded as a complex rose
window comprising several entities based on country, artist and theme.
Because it is the oldest and largest art event, a certain formality including
fixed formats would be inevitable. Yet information and human networks
generated from Venice will influence art festivals in other cities, and as a
consequence they produce different experiences even if the same artwork
is presented there. City of Venice itself can be regarded as an artwork,
but one cannot feel the presence of local communities there due to the
extreme depopulation and the excessive focus on tourism. The causes of
depopulation in Venice are totally different from those of regional cities
in Japan. Naturally, the same artwork would be seen totally differently in
both locations. To see and feel differently, that is the key point. What art
provides is a window to approach a different world through one’s senses.

Today, however, it is not so simple as to be explained by the metaphor
of the rose window, because the concept of “window” itself is going
through drastic changes. The launch of Windows 95, the top-selling
product worldwide, is said to have accelerated the Internet era, but nobody
probably imagined that the “window” would start a new world that we live
today. Computers have entered into products and every small detail in our
life; expanded its territory; and are now practically taking total control.
It is true to say that our intellectual life has become dramatically more
convenient to the point that we can hardly remember our life in the pre-
computer era. Still, we are aware that humans are being used by technology
rather than the other way around. The machines that nobody can turn off
are penetrating deep into inter-human relationships.

The problem of surveillance society is probably one of the most
serious concerns. The increase in the number of surveillance cameras in
these 20 years is beyond our imagination. Yet their existence has surely
become the norm in daily life, and there is even a most talked about
website showing images shot by surveillance cameras all over the world
now. One would probably pass by more than several hundred surveillance

cameras on the way to work from home. It is needless to state that the
surveillance system involves not only cameras. The Edward Snowden affair
had revealed that all information is monitored by the surveillance system
in our society as if it is being watched inside the Panopticon prison. These
are screens and walls inducing distrust and anxiety rather than windows
leading people to the world. Is it possible for art to create a new window
that breaks through the social situation where the social division is
deepening further?

While the year 1995 marked the start of the phenomenal expansion
of the Internet, the year 2015 witnessed the drastic advancement in Al
technology. Although people have mixed reactions of optimism and
critical pessimism, it is expected that Al technology will infiltrate through
the entire society at a much faster pace than that of Windows 20 years
ago. Come to think of it, it was also 20 years ago when the supercomputer
Deep Blue played a chess match against a human. The “human versus
computer” game had ended in a draw; it was still an idyllic time in a sense.
The world brought by the deep learning method of today is no longer
idyllic nor poetic, and there is no more “game” to be played. This situation
is not limited to natural science, but it is also prevalent in the field of
humanities. It is concerned that the significance of the humanities may be
fundamentally questioned as a result of so-called digital humanities.

Provide a sense of “proximity”

It is not necessary to deliberately paint an apocalyptic picture, but
the rapid technological advancement at an exponential rate is definitely
not irrelevant to art. Based on the fact that Al is starting to apply in music
composition, it is expected that digitalization of excitement and automatic
generation technology of music will eventually instigate creation of more
complex and technically elaborate work. How to evaluate such work of
art should become a crucial issue that may greatly affect the significance
of art itself. It is because interdisciplinary exchanges and cooperation
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transcending the boundary of each expertise will be definitely necessary
in the development of Al from now on, and art will play an indispensable
role especially in collaborating in the development of sensibility of AL It is
no doubt that the new type of art work would be produced by utilizing AI
technology, following precedents such as photography, moving image and
media art.

It is expected that AT will start participating as independent artists in
art festivals in the near future. However, we should look into possibilities
of another technology now. Information technology is expected to play
diverse roles in almost all aspects of art festivals. Communication with
the audience, including the press, signage, map, guidance and more,
is expected to change drastically by adopting mobile devices and IoT.
What is more, the same technology is expected to apply in key pillars of
art festivals, such as education and public program, which would result
in breaking boundaries between all categories at the same time. Press,
distribution, education and participatory programs may be possibly
integrated in a single interconnected program. If various information, such
as visitor’s comments in questionnaires and other on-site information can
be accumulated and archived effectively, we would be able to integrate
and share all information including before and after” the art festival on
a single platform. Since technologies required to realize such vision are
already available, our task is to organize a system, build teams and manage
team performance. Here we come back to the keyword “proximity” again.
The word “proximity” is often used in information technology. Since it
has also been widely used in sociology and folklore studies, it is a useful
concept in art festivals because they involve certain regions and places.

When we speculate on the aforementioned technological changes
and the direction our society takes, we should expect art festivals would be

expected to provide a sense of proximity” that appeals to our sensitivity.

Diversity induces art to provide “windows” to the world anywhere, but
such effort alone cannot indicate where these windows lead to. People
meet each other for the first time through art and temporarily form a
community. Those who organize and implement art festivals must make

the best efforts to realize such “proximity.”

— English translation; Kazuko SAkaAMOTO
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